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En Freihlich Grischtdaag un Enn 
Hallich Neiyaahr! 

 
 

                          
Angstadt Freundschaft Association President, 

William Angstadt, sings along with Freundschaft 
during this year’s general meeting. 

 
35th Freundschaft Reunion 

 
The 35th annual reunion was held on Saturday, 
August 7th at the Kutztown Park (in Kutztown, 
PA).  It was an unusually cool day for August but 
welcomed over the usual sweltering heat.  A  
small gathering of 38 freundschaft enjoyed a 
buffet of Hamburger BBQ, ring bologna, cheese, 
red beet eggs, macaroni & potato salad, and ice 
cream  The afternoon was spent catching up with 
long time friends and conversing with new 
acquaintances.  Freundschaft president, William 
Angstadt conducted the general meeting.  After 
which was the raffle for the coverlet and pillows.    

The coverlet was won by Betty Angstadt from 
Erie, PA.  Betty also won a cranberry pillow.  
The  
 
winner of the Williamsburg Blue pillow was 
Jean Angstadt Hoffman from Boyertown, PA 
and the cream pillow went to Dave Reifinger of 
South Carolina.  The reunion concluded with 
everyone caravanning to the Angstadt 
Cemetery.    
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

By LTC John P. Angstadt 
 

        It appears that there are assorted 
questions concerning the weaving pattern 
on the Angstadt coverlet and pillows 
offered at our recent reunion.  The 
following paragraphs are intended to 
answer those questions. 
 
        Ruth N. Holroyd, in her books 
documenting the many patterns in Jacob 
Angstadt’s Diaber (Pattern) Book, coined 
the phrase Star Patterns.  Some of these 
she called Stars and Diamonds.  In 
reproducing one specific pattern, the 
Family Heirloom Weavers appropriately 
called it Stars and Nine Diamonds.  This is 
the pattern used to weave the Angstadt 
coverlets and pillows.  In weaving terms 
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the cloth is a double weave, which reverses 
from top to bottom the colors that form the 
pattern.  Historically, coverlets done in this 
way were sometimes called Summer and 
Winter.  These modern coverlets are woven in 
cotton.  The original versions would have 
been done in cotton & wool or linen and wool. 
 
        Jacob Angstadt was born in Maxatawny 
Township, Berks County, PA, on 12 April 
1802.  He was the son of Joseph (son of 
Adam) and Mary Angstadt.  He would 
become one of thirteen Angstadts who 
practiced the trade of weaving over five 
generations and 150 years.  The family 
moved to Milton, Northumberland County, 
about 1824.  By then Jacob probably had 
completed his weaving apprenticeship.  For a 
period Jacob worked in part for his brother 
Benjamin, a talented weaver who lived in 
Lewisburg, Union County.  By 1840, in the 
midst of an economic depression, Jacob 
relocated to Trumbull County, OH, eventually 
settling in the city of Warren.  He married, 
raised a family and practiced his weaving 
trade there until his death on 30 August 1884.  
None of his children continued the weaving 
tradition. 
 
        Jacob’s weaving was performed on a 
handloom.  Although never a Jacquard 
weaver, he did complex geometric patterns, 
often involving 19-21 harness work.  There 
are no known surviving examples of Jacob’s 
work.  This is probably because handloom 
weaving did not easily permit names, dates 
and locations in the manner Jacquard 
weaving did. 
 
        A brief history of weaving and the role 
weaving played in our Angstadt heritage is 
covered in the pamphlet Cloths and 
Coverlets…The Angstadt Weavers.  Some 
copies are still available ($ 11, John P. 
Angstadt, 1314 Summerwood Court, McLean, 
VA  22102). 

                                                                                      
John P. Angstadt                                                          
August 2004 

  Recipes & Traditions 
 

Potato Filling 
(Grumbiere Filsil) 

 

(Best if made a day ahead) 
 

6 potatoes, peeled and quartered 
½ cup warm milk 
3 stalks celery, chopped 
1 onion, chopped 
7 Tbsp. butter or margarine 
1 cup dry bread cubes 
1 Tbsp. parsley 
1 egg, well beaten 
salt and pepper to taste 
Cook potatoes in salted water – 15 
to 20 minutes or until soft.   
Fry celery and onion in butter until 
soft.  Add bread cubes and stir until 
moistened.  Drain potatoes and beat 
with milk until light and fluffy.  
Mix in celery, onion and bread 
mixture, parsley, egg, salt and 
pepper.  Put into a buttered 
casserole, cover and refrigerate.  The 
next day bake at 350 for about 1 
hour or until thoroughly heated and 
lightly browned on top.    
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From the Editor 
This newsletter is made possible by the dues paid by our members.  
If you would like to pay your dues for 2005 then please complete 
the form below and send your dues to the address listed.  The 
money donated to the cemetery fund is used strictly for the 
maintenance and upkeep of the Angstadt family cemetery.  We’d 
like to thank Nevin Angstadt for the time he spends taking care of 
the cemetery.  There have been so many family cemeteries lost due 
to vandalism, neglect, and development.  We are fortunate to be 
able to visit the final resting place of our ancestors.   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Angstadt Freundschaft 2005 Membership Dues ($10.00 suggested)       $________ 

 

Cemetery Maintenance Fund                                                                    $_________ 
 
 
Additional Contribution                                                                         $_________ 

 
 

       Total:     $_________ 
 

 
Mail to: Treasurer, Betty Coffin at PO Box 66, Lyons, PA 19536.  

Phone: 610-682-7255. 
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